KRISHNA KUMARI

SINDHIA: It is true that Mewar is being wasted by
war; but it is not my war. Let me explain. The Rana's
daughter was betrothed to Raja Man Singh's predecessor,
but he died before the wedding could take place.

\Fery piously.

Now to us Hindus a betrothal is something more sacred
than words ca,n express.

MERCER: Quite so. But the proposed bridegroom died,
so the betrothal came to nothing.

AMBAJI (leaning forward benevolently): In this case the
betrothal was to the kingdom, so it was no ordinary arrange-
ment. The whole policy and honour of the State of Jodhpur
hinged upon it Is not that so, Maharaja Man Singh?

MAN SINGH : It was a matter of the deepest honour
to me.

AMBAJI (continuing in his most persuasive manner):
When the late raja died, the betrothal naturally stood
with his successor, the present raja.

MERCER (correctly polite): Is that really your custom?

AMBAJI: Is it possible that a gentleman who is so
versed in our customs does not know that? Excuse me,
Mercer Saheb, but I am an old man, and I remember all
the English gentlemen that have come to us, for one
reason and another, during very many years $ not one of
them has understood us as you do.

[MERCER is obviously pleased.

Tod Saheb, too, though he has been in the country only
a short time, has won all our hearts by the way he wishes
to know everything about us. (Lookinggravely at SINDHIA.)
It is a great mark of friendship that the English Govern-
ment should have sent such gentlemen here.
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